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Towering 


Landmark downtown 
OKC tower set to 
be sold as part of 
bankruptcy filing 
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Win in Indy 


Thunder leaves 
Indiana victorious, 
beating the 
Pacers, 100-95. 
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ene reaches deal on tax bill 


BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER, 
ANDREW TAYLOR 

AND MARCY GORDON 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Congres- 
sional Republicans forged an 
agreement Wednesday on a 
major overhaul of the nation’s 
tax laws that would provide tax 
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DEPARTMENT 


Lawmaker 
asks when 
Fallin knew 
of agency’s 
troubles 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


State Auditor and Inspec- 
tor Gary Jones will voluntarily 
testify to a House committee 
Thursday about when he told 
senior executive branch officials 
that something was amiss at the 
Oklahoma State Department of 
Health. 

His testimony could con- 
tradict earlier claims that Gov. 
Mary Fallin’s advisers didn’t 
know the significance of the 
problems until late October. 

On Monday, three officials 
told the House Special Inves- 
tigation Committee that they 
became aware of serious finan- 
cial problems just days before 
the public learned there was an 
immediate need for $30 million 
to fulfill the department’s obli- 
gations, including payroll. 

“We believe that it was much 
earlier that the governor’s office 
and individuals in and around 
that knew about a problem at 
the Department of Health,” said 
investigation committee Chair- 
man Josh Cockroft, R-Wanette. 

Jones is expected to reveal 
details about communications 
he had with others in the execu- 
tive branch as early as Septem- 
ber, possibly weeks before Fal- 
lin called lawmakers back to the 
Capitol for a special session, 
Cockroft said. 
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Rep. Josh Cockroft, 


R-Wanette 
É i perplexed 
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man Cockroft’s line of 
questioning suggest- 
ing there was a text 
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the Health Department 
finances.” 


We were very 


Michael McNutt, Fallin 
spokesman 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

God of resurrection, restore 
the lives of those shattered by 
heartbreak and tragedy. Amen. 


cuts for corporations and the 
wealthiest Americans — Don- 
ald Trump among them — and 
deliver the first major legisla- 
tive accomplishment to the 
GOP president. 

Middle- and low-income 
families would get smaller tax 
cuts, though Trump and GOP 
leaders have billed the package 


as a huge benefit for the mid- 
dle class. The measure would 
scrap a major tax requirement 
of Barack Obama’s Affordable 
Care Act, a step toward the 
ultimate GOP goal of unravel- 
ing the law. 

“The cynical voices that 
opposed tax cuts grow smaller 
and weaker, and the American 
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people grow stronger,” Trump 
said at the White House. “This 
is for people of middle income, 
this is for companies that are 
going to create jobs. This is for 
very, very special people, the 
great people of America.” 

The business tax cuts would 
be permanent, but reductions 
for individuals would expire 


after a decade — saving money 
to comply with Senate budget 
rules. In all, the bill would cut 
taxes by about $1.5 trillion over 
the next 10 years, adding bil- 
lions to the nation’s mounting 
debt. 

The legislation, which is still 
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GROWING 


PAINS 


Streetcar construction brings long-term 


excitement, short-term difficulty 


ABOVE: Kaiser’s Grateful Bean Cafe employee Ashley Rader and General Manager Jack Pearson are 
shown at the counter of Grateful Bean restaurant inside the Kaiser’s Building. TOP: A pedestrian walks 
across the footbridge across the track construction in front of Kaiser’s Grateful Bean Cafe. 

[PHOTOS BY DOUG HOKE, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


ONLINE 


Go to Oklahoman.com to watch a video about the short-term disruption 
caused by the installation of the streetcar system in downtown OKC. 


BY DAVID DISHMAN 
Business Writer 
ddishman@oklahoman.com 


Construction for the Okla- 
homa City streetcar project 
is derailing some holiday 
business in parts of Mid- 
town. 

Some local business own- 
ers are struggling with sig- 
nificant drops in business 
while construction makes its 
way past their storefronts. 
Reduced accessibility for 
entryways, decreased park- 
ing, detours and general road 
construction make for dif- 
ficult shopping, amid some 
stores’ busiest time of the 
year. 

“When the light rail is fin- 
ished, itis going to be beyond 
fantastic, and I am really 
looking forward to that day,” 
Kaiser’s Grateful Bean Cafe 
owner Peter Schaffer said. 
“But in the meantime, it is 
very difficult.” 

Kaiser’s Grateful Bean 
Cafe General Manager Jack 
Pearson estimates construc- 
tion in the past two months 
dropped business 50 to 70 
percent and forced a reduc- 
tion in store hours. It also 
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Streetcar work occurs along Robinson looking north from NW 8. 


Drivers navigate through a streetcar track construction zone in Midtown. 


Flu outbreak closes Yukon Central Elementary 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


YUKON — Central Elemen- 
tary will reopen to students on 
Thursday, a day after a flu out- 
break resulted in the school’s 
closure. 
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Approximately 114 children, 
or 30 percent of students, 
missed school or went home 
sick Tuesday, Yukon Public 
Schools Superintendent Jason 
Simeroth said Wednesday. 

Five teachers who com- 
plained of flu-like symptoms, 
including fever and vomit- 
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ing, also went home sick. Five 
more who reported for work 
Wednesday went home sick, 
Simeroth said. 

“We've done everything the 
right way, from the minute 
we saw something escalat- 
ing,” he said. “We did a little 
more cleaning and gave teach- 
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ers supplies, that was yesterday 
morning. 

“It kept on growing and 
growing to the point where we 
felt it was in the best interest of 
students and teachers to inter- 
vene. So we called off school 
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